
Communication Arts

Power Standard 8:1 & 8:2
Pre-Formative Test

Name _____________________________________________________________________Hour __________

1. How do the title and illustration give clues to the plot of the passage?  Use two details to support your answer.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Read the following excerpt from “Almost a Summer Day”, a poem by Jacqueline Woodson.  Explain why several of the lines are italicized.  Provide two details from the text to support your answer.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

It was the trees first, Rodney tells me.

It’s raining out.  But the rain is light and warm.

And the sky’s not all close to us like it gets

sometimes.  It’s way up there with

some blue showing through.

Late spring sky, Ms. Marcus says.  Almost summer sky.

 And when she said that, I said

Hey, Ms. Marcus, that’s a good title

for a poem, right?

You have a poet’s heart, Lonnie.

That’s what Ms. Marcus said to me.

I have a poet’s heart.

That’s good.  A good thing to have.

And I’m the one who has it.

3. Using your knowledge of root words and affixes, break apart and explain the meaning of the word transcontinental.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Look at the following advertisement and then answer the question below.
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4. What is the intended message of the illustration? 
A. relaxation

B. excitement

C. habit

D. economy


5. Based on the picture and title on the right, what do you predict this passage is most likely about?
A. African-American parents

B. African-American neighborhoods

C. African-American equality

D. African-American children

6. Which of the following is an example of a prefix? 

A. ing

B. ness

C. non

D. ious

7. Which of the following is an example of a suffix? 

A. en

B. in

C. trans

D. ity

8. What is the meaning of morose as it is used in the following sentence?

What a shock!  We had expected Ashley to be morose, but she showed up at the party 

and danced all night, wearing a constant smile on her untroubled face.

A. sad

B. late

C. odd

D. pleasant
Read the following passage and answer the questions below.
The truck was moving right along.  Dwayne still had about eight hours to drive until he reached California, but he wasn’t stopping unless it was an emergency.  He had to__A__ the boxes of explosives to the coast by midnight.  These particular explosives were the hottest __B__ out the United States right now.  America traded them to countries such as China, Great Britain, and Japan and got amazing __C __trade back because they were in such high demand.  The shipment Dwayne was hauling had to go out tonight.  If not, somewhere in the world there would be no fireworks for New Year’s Eve.

9. Which word best completes A?

A. export

B. import

C. transport

D. report

10. Which word best completes B? 

A. deport

B. export

C. support

D. teleport

11.  Which word best completes C? 

A. import

B. support

C. report

D. export

12. Where would you look to find a glossary in your textbook? 

A. front of the book

B. middle of the book

C. end of each chapter

D. end of the book

13. Which of the following words would appear first in the dictionary? 

A. piano

B. pliable

C. pluck

D. ponder

14. Which of the following words would be on a dictionary page with the guide words helicopter – help? 

A. hippopotamus

B. heliocentric

C. homozygous

D. helplessness
Use the dictionary entry and the passage Building the Walls to answer question 15.
Dictionary Entry:

brace n  1: two of a kind  2:  a tool with a u-shaped bend that is used to turn wood-boring bits  3:  something that braces or makes firm and steady   4:  a usually wire device worn on the teeth for changing faulty position

Building the Walls


Early in the process of building a house, workers frame the interior walls.  First, they cut all the studs, or vertical plans of wood, to the proper length.  Then, they nail the studs to horizontal planks called plates.  Next, they tilt the wall up.  After that, they use braces, or diagonal planks, to keep it upright.  Then, they move the wall to the correct spot on the floor.   Finally, the crew nails the bottom late to the floor.

15. Use the dictionary entry to determine the best meaning for the word “brace” as used in the passage.
A.  meaning 4

B. meaning 2

C. meaning 1

D. meaning 3
16. You are writing a paper for your language arts class.  Which of the following would be the best resource to improve your word choice?
A. encyclopedia

B. thesaurus

C. language textbook

D. a friend




























